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New International Version
 Nehemiah : 1-4 (to 1st .), 10 I was

 1 The words of Nehemiah son of Hakaliah:
In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the
citadel of Susa, 2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah
with some other men, and I questioned them about the Jewish
remnant that had survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem.
3 They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in
the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of
Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with
fire.”
4 When I heard these things, I sat down and wept.
I was cupbearer to the king.



Nehemiah 2: 1-8,13-20
In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes,
when wine was brought for him, I took the wine and gave it to the
king. I had not been sad in his presence before, 2 so the king
asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill?
This can be nothing but sadness of heart.”
I was very much afraid, 3 but I said to the king, “May the king live
forever! Why should my face not look sad when the citywhere my
ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been
destroyed by fire?”
4 The king said to me, “What is it you want?”
Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I answered the king, “If
it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight,
let him send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors are
buried so that I can rebuild it.”
6 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me,
“How long will your journey take, and when will you get back?” It





 

pleased the king to send me; so I set a time.
7 I also said to him, “If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the
governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that they will provide me safe-
conduct until I arrive in Judah? 8 And may I have a letter to Asaph,
keeper of the royal park, so he will give me timber to make beams
for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and
for the residence I will occupy?” And because the gracious hand of
my God was on me, the king granted my requests
By night I went out through the Valley Gate toward the Jackal[a]
Well and the Dung Gate, examining the walls of Jerusalem, which
had been broken down, and its gates, which had been destroyed
by fire. 14 Then I moved on toward the Fountain Gate and the
King’s Pool, but there was not enough room for my mount to get
through; 15 so I went up the valley by night, examining the wall.
Finally, I turned back and reentered through the Valley Gate.
16 The officials did not know where I had gone or what I was
doing, because as yet I had said nothing to the Jews or the priests
or nobles or officials or any others who would be doing the work.
17 Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem
lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire.Come, let us
rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in
disgrace.” 18 I also told them about the gracious hand of my God
on me and what the king had said to me.
They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good
work.
19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official
and Geshem the Arab heard about it, they mocked and ridiculed
us. “What is this you are doing?” they asked. “Are you rebelling
against the king?”
20 I answered them by saying, “The God of heaven will give us
success. We his servants will start rebuilding, but as for you, you
have no share in Jerusalem or any claim or historic right to it.”

Nehemiah 3:13-15
3 The Valley Gate was repaired by Hanun and the residents of
Zanoah. They rebuilt it and put its doors with their bolts and bars in





 

 

place. They also repaired a thousand cubits[c] of the wall as far as
the Dung Gate.14 The Dung Gate was repaired by Malkijah son of
Rekab, ruler of the district of Beth Hakkerem. He rebuilt it and put
its doors with their bolts and bars in place.
15 The Fountain Gate was repaired by Shallun son of Kol-Hozeh,
ruler of the district of Mizpah. He rebuilt it, roofing it over and
putting its doors and bolts and bars in place. He also repaired the
wall of the Pool of Siloam,[d] by the King’s Garden, as far as the
steps going down from the City of David.

Nehemiah 4: 6-9, 11-15 Our
So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the
people worked with all their heart.
7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the
people of Ashdod heard that the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had
gone ahead and that the gaps were being closed, they were very
angry. 8 They all plotted together to come and fight against
Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. 9 But we prayed to our
God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat.
our enemies said, “Before they know it or see us, we will be right
there among them and will kill them and put an end to the work.”
12 Then the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten times
over, “Wherever you turn, they will attack us.”
13 Therefore I stationed some of the people behind the lowest
points of the wall at the exposed places, posting them by families,
with their swords, spears and bows. 14 After I looked things over, I
stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the
people, “Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great
and awesome, and fight for your families, your sons and your
daughters, your wives and your homes.”
15 When our enemies heard that we were aware of their plot and
that God had frustrated it, we all returned to the wall, each to our
own work.



Nehemiah 6: 1-16



When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the
rest of our enemies that I had rebuilt the wall and not a gap was
left in it—though up to that time I had not set the doors in the
gates— 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: “Come,
let us meet together in one of the villages[a] on the plain of Ono.”
But they were scheming to harm me; 3 so I sent messengers to
them with this reply: “I am carrying on a great project and cannot
go down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and go down to
you?” 4 Four times they sent me the same message, and each
time I gave them the same answer.
5 Then, the fifth time, Sanballat sent his aide to me with the same
message, and in his hand was an unsealed letter 6 in which was
written:
“It is reported among the nations—and Geshem[b] says it is true—
that you and the Jews are plotting to revolt, and therefore you are
building the wall. Moreover, according to these reports you are
about to become their king 7 and have even appointed prophets to
make this proclamation about you in Jerusalem: ‘There is a king in
Judah!’ Now this report will get back to the king; so come, let us
meet together.”
8 I sent him this reply: “Nothing like what you are saying is
happening; you are just making it up out of your head.”
9 They were all trying to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will get
too weak for the work, and it will not be completed.”
But I prayed, “Now strengthen my hands.”
10 One day I went to the house of Shemaiah son of Delaiah, the
son of Mehetabel, who was shut in at his home. He said, “Let us
meet in the house of God, inside the temple, and let us close the
temple doors, because men are coming to kill you—by night they
are coming to kill you.”
11 But I said, “Should a man like me run away? Or should
someone like me go into the temple to save his life? I will not
go!”12 I realized that God had not sent him, but that he had
prophesied against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired
him.13 He had been hired to intimidate me so that I would commit



SH 201:7 (only), 9

SH 450:1–11

a sin by doing this, and then they would give me a bad name to
discredit me.
14 Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, my God, because of what
they have done; remember also the prophet Noadiah and how she
and the rest of the prophets have been trying to intimidate me.
15 So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two
days.
Opposition to the Completed Wall
16 When all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding
nations were afraid and lost their self-confidence, because they
realized that this work had been done with the help of our God.
 
 

    We cannot build safely on false foundations. 
  

                                 Passions, selfishness,
false appetites, hatred, fear, all sensuality, yield to spirit-
uality, and the superabundance of being is on the side

of God, good.

9

12

    There is a large class of thinkers whose bigotry and
conceit twist every fact to suit themselves. Their creed

teaches belief in a mysterious, supernatural
God, and in a natural, all-powerful devil. An-
other class, still more unfortunate, are so depraved that

they appear to be innocent. They utter a falsehood,
while looking you blandly in the face, and they never
fail to stab their benefactor in the back. A third class

of thinkers build with solid masonry. They are sincere,
generous, noble, and are therefore open to the approach
and recognition of Truth.

1

3
Three classes 

 of neophytes

6

9
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                      We sustain Truth, not by accept-

ing, but by rejecting a lie.6

    Christian Science commands man to master the pro-

pensities, — to hold hatred in abeyance with kindness,
to conquer lust with chastity, revenge with
charity, and to overcome deceit with hon-

esty. Choke these errors in their early stages, if you
would not cherish an army of conspirators against
health, happiness, and success.

6

Mental 
 conspirators

9

    The sinner makes his own hell by doing evil, and the

saint his own heaven by doing right. The opposite per-
secutions of material sense, aiding evil with evil, would
deceive the very elect.

21

    Uncover error, and it turns the lie upon you. Until
the fact concerning error — namely, its nothingness —
appears, the moral demand will not be met,

and the ability to make nothing of error will
be wanting. We should blush to call that real which is
only a mistake. The foundation of evil is laid on a belief

in something besides God. This belief tends to support
two opposite powers, instead of urging the claims of Truth
alone. The mistake of thinking that error can be real,

when it is merely the absence of truth, leads to belief in
the superiority of error.

21

Opposing 
 power

24

27

30
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Friends will betray and enemies will slander, until the
lesson is sufficient to exalt you; for “man's extremity

is God's opportunity.”15

    Evil is self-assertive. It says: “I am a real entity, over-

mastering good.” This falsehood should strip evil of all
pretensions. The only power of evil is to destroy itself. It
can never destroy one iota of good. Every attempt of evil

to destroy good is a failure, and only aids in peremptorily
punishing the evil-doer. If we concede the same reality to
discord as to harmony, discord has as lasting a claim upon

us as has harmony. If evil is as real as good, evil is also as
immortal. 

  
    Mortal mind is ignorant of self, or it could never be
self-deceived. If mortal mind knew how to be better, it

would be better.

18

21

24

30

    There is neither place nor opportunity in Science for error

of any sort. Every day makes its demands upon us for
higher proofs rather than professions of Christian power.

These proofs consist solely in the destruction
of sin, sickness, and death by the power of
Spirit, as Jesus destroyed them. This is an element of

progress, and progress is the law of God, whose law de-
mands of us only what we can certainly fulfil.

1

3
Profession 

 and proof

6

    We should become more familiar with good than with
evil, and guard against false beliefs as watchfully as we

9
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Hymn. 258

bar our doors against the approach of thieves

and murderers.

Hospitality 
to health 
and good12

            Adhere to the divine Principle of Chris-
tian Science and follow the behests of God,

abiding steadfastly in wisdom, Truth, and
Love. In the Science of Mind, you will soon ascertain

that error cannot destroy error. You will also learn
that in Science there is no transfer of evil suggestions

from one mortal to another, for there is but one Mind,
and this ever-present omnipotent Mind is reflected by
man and governs the entire universe. You will learn

that in Christian Science the first duty is to obey
God, to have one Mind, and to love another as
yourself.

Rudiments 
 and growth

30

1

3

6

    Love must triumph over hate. Truth and Life must

seal the victory over error and death, before the thorns
can be laid aside for a crown, the benediction follow,

“Well done, good and faithful servant,” and the suprem-
acy of Spirit be demonstrated.

1

3

                       Thus progress will finally destroy

all error, and bring immortality to light.12

Oft to every man and nation 
 Comes the moment to decide, 

 In the strife of Truth with falsehood, 
 For the good or evil side. 

 A great cause, God's new Messiah, 
 



Hymn. 141

Shows to each the bloom or blight, 
So can choice be made by all men 
Twixt the darkness and the light. 
 
New occasions teach new duties, 
Time makes ancient creeds uncouth; 
They must upward still and onward 
Who would keep abreast of Truth, 
And serenely down the future 
See the thought of men incline 
To the side of perfect justice 
And to God's supreme design. 
 
Though the cause of evil prosper, 
Yet 'tis Truth alone is strong; 
Though her portion be the scaffold, 
And upon the throne be wrong, 
Yet that scaffold sways the future, 
And behind the dim unknown 
Standeth God within the shadow 
Keeping watch above His own.

If the Lord build not the house 
 They that labor build in vain; 

 Father, may our corner stone 
 Stand foursquare, without a stain. 

  
Make our planting timely, true, 

 Governed by a power benign; 
 Nourish by a heavenly dew 

 All the branches and the vine. 
  

Fruitful shall our tillage be, 
 



Hymn. 591

Known the work of perfect Mind, 
Leaves be gathered from the tree 
For the healing of mankind. 
 
Cleansing men of fear and hate, 
Lifting hope above the sod, 
Truth will summon, soon or late, 
All the earth to worship God.

We cannot turn away from God 
 Because, whichever way we face, 

 Spirit is there. In every place, 
 Every direction, everywhere, 
 Spirit is there. 

  
Whether we turn to left or right, 

 To north or south or east or west, 
 We meet with Love—and we are blessed. 

 Upward or down, below, above, 
 We meet with Love. 

  
Whether we plunge to ocean trench 

 Or plot our course for farthest space, 
 Love's law controls. Whatever race 

 We enter toward whatever goals, 
 Love's law controls. 

  
Whether we build for centuries hence 

 Or let tomorrow bound our aim, 
 God sets the pace. Always the same, 

 With instant and eternal grace, 
 God sets the pace.



Printed from CONCORD: A CHRISTIAN SCIENCE STUDY RESOURCE, published by The Christian Science
Board of Directors in Boston, MA, USA. This content may be under copyright and may not be further
reproduced or distributed, unless permitted under the Concord User License Agreement.


