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1.  John 1:10–13

2.  John 9:1–38 (to 1st .)

He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him
not. 

 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of

God, even to them that believe on his name: 
 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of

man, but of God.
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And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. 
 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his

parents, that he was born blind? 
 Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the

works of God should be made manifest in him. 
 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh,

when no man can work. 
 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 

 When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle,
and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay, 

 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation,
Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing. 

 ¶ The neighbours therefore, and they which before had seen him that he was
blind, said, Is not this he that sat and begged? 

 Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he said, I am he. 
 Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes opened? 

 He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed
mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went
and washed, and I received sight. 
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Then said they unto him, Where is he? He said, I know not. 
¶ They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind. 
And it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes. 
Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. He
said unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see. 
Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he
keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do
such miracles? And there was a division among them. 
They say unto the blind man again, What sayest thou of him, that he hath
opened thine eyes? He said, He is a prophet. 
But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, and
received his sight, until they called the parents of him that had received his
sight. 
And they asked them, saying, Is this your son, who ye say was born blind?
how then doth he now see? 
His parents answered them and said, We know that this is our son, and that he
was born blind: 
But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes,
we know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for himself. 
These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had
agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put
out of the synagogue. 
Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask him. 
Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God
the praise: we know that this man is a sinner. 
He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I
know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see. 
Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? how opened he thine eyes? 
He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore
would ye hear it again? will ye also be his disciples? 
Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses'
disciples. 
We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not from
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3.  SH 83:9

4.  SH 487:13–13 (np)

whence he is. 
The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvellous thing, that
ye know not from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes. 
Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of
God, and doeth his will, him he heareth. 
Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one
that was born blind. 
If this man were not of God, he could do nothing. 
They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost
thou teach us? And they cast him out. 
Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said
unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? 
He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? 
And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with
thee. 
And he said, Lord, I believe. ...
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      Nothing is more antagonistic to Christian Science
than a blind belief without understanding, for such a
belief hides Truth and builds on error.
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    Question. — You speak of belief. Who or what is it
that believes?

    Answer. — Spirit is all-knowing; this precludes the
need of believing. Matter cannot believe, and Mind
understands. The body cannot believe. The

believer and belief are one and are mortal.
Christian evidence is founded on Science or
demonstrable Truth, flowing from immortal Mind, and

there is in reality no such thing as mortal mind. Mere
belief is blindness without Principle from which to ex-
plain the reason of its hope. The belief that life is sen-
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5.  SH 12:22

6.  SH 12:10

tient and intelligent matter is erroneous.
    The Apostle James said, “Show me thy faith without
thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my works.”

The understanding that Life is God, Spirit, lengthens
our days by strengthening our trust in the deathless
reality of Life, its almightiness and immortality.

    This faith relies upon an understood Principle. This
Principle makes whole the diseased, and brings out the

enduring and harmonious phases of things. The result
of our teachings is their sufficient confirmation. When,

on the strength of these instructions, you are
able to banish a severe malady, the cure shows
that you understand this teaching, and therefore you re-

ceive the blessing of Truth.
    The Hebrew and Greek words often translated belief
differ somewhat in meaning from that conveyed by the

English verb believe; they have more the sig-
nificance of faith, understanding, trust, con-
stancy, firmness. Hence the Scriptures often appear in

our common version to approve and endorse belief, when
they mean to enforce the necessity of understanding.
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 by healing
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    The common custom of praying for the recovery of the
sick finds help in blind belief, whereas help should come

from the enlightened understanding. Changes in belief
may go on indefinitely, but they are the merchandise of
human thought and not the outgrowth of divine Science.
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             It is neither Science nor Truth which
acts through blind belief, nor is it the human under-

standing of the divine healing Principle as manifested12



7.  SH 473:18–3

8.  SH 203:7

in Jesus, whose humble prayers were deep and con-
scientious protests of Truth, — of man's likeness to

God and of man's unity with Truth and Love.15

    In an age of ecclesiastical despotism, Jesus introduced
the teaching and practice of Christianity, affording the
proof of Christianity's truth and love; but to

reach his example and to test its unerring Sci-
ence according to his rule, healing sickness, sin, and
death, a better understanding of God as divine Prin-

ciple, Love, rather than personality or the man Jesus, is
required.
    Jesus established what he said by demonstration,

thus making his acts of higher importance than his
words. He proved what he taught. This
is the Science of Christianity. Jesus proved

the Principle, which heals the sick and casts out error,
to be divine. Few, however, except his students un-
derstood in the least his teachings and their glorious

proofs, — namely, that Life, Truth, and Love (the Prin-
ciple of this unacknowledged Science) destroy all error,

evil, disease, and death.
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    If God were understood instead of being merely be-
lieved, this understanding would establish health. The

accusation of the rabbis, “He made himself
the Son of God,” was really the justification
of Jesus, for to the Christian the only true

spirit is Godlike. This thought incites to a more exalted
worship and self-abnegation. Spiritual perception brings
out the possibilities of being, destroys reliance on aught
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9.  SH 582:1–2

10.  SH 131:26–27 (np)

but God, and so makes man the image of his Maker in
deed and in truth.
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    BELIEVING. Firmness and constancy; not a faltering
nor a blind faith, but the perception of spiritual Truth.

1

    The mission of Jesus confirmed prophecy, and ex-

plained the so-called miracles of olden time as natural
demonstrations of the divine power, demonstra-
tions which were not understood. Jesus' works

established his claim to the Messiahship. In
reply to John's inquiry, “Art thou he that should come,”

Jesus returned an affirmative reply, recounting his works
instead of referring to his doctrine, confident that this

exhibition of the divine power to heal would fully an-
swer the question. Hence his reply: “Go and show
John again those things which ye do hear and see: the

blind receive their sight and the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up,
and the poor have the gospel preached to them. And

blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” In
other words, he gave his benediction to any one who
should not deny that such effects, coming from divine

Mind, prove the unity of God, — the divine Principle
which brings out all harmony.
    The Pharisees of old thrust the spiritual idea and the

man who lived it out of their synagogues, and retained
their materialistic beliefs about God. Jesus'
system of healing received no aid nor approval

from other sanitary or religious systems, from doctrines
of physics or of divinity; and it has not yet been gener-
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11.  SH 342:21

12.  SH 183:26

13.  Hymn. 12

ally accepted. To-day, as of yore, unconscious of the

reappearing of the spiritual idea, blind belief shuts the
door upon it, and condemns the cure of the sick and sin-
ning if it is wrought on any but a material and a doctrinal

theory. Anticipating this rejection of idealism, of the
true idea of God, — this salvation from all error, physi-
cal and mental, — Jesus asked, “When the Son of man

cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?”
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    Christian Science awakens the sinner, reclaims the
infidel, and raises from the couch of pain the helpless
invalid. It speaks to the dumb the words of

Truth, and they answer with rejoicing. It
causes the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, and the blind
to see. Who would be the first to disown the Christli-

ness of good works, when our Master says, “By their
fruits ye shall know them”?
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    Truth casts out all evils and materialistic methods

with the actual spiritual law, — the law which gives
sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, voice
to the dumb, feet to the lame. If Christian

Science dishonors human belief, it honors spir-
itual understanding; and the one Mind only is entitled to
honor.
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Arise ye people, take your stand, 
 Cast out your idols from the land, 
 Above all doctrine, form or creed 
 Is found the Truth that meets your need. 

 Christ's promise stands: they that believe 
 



Words: Violet Hay
Music: John B. Dykes

14.  Hymn. 438:1

Words: John Newton, adapt.
Music: American melody, Shaw and Spillman's Columbian Harmony, 1829; harm. and
arr. Robert Rockabrand

15.  Hymn. 464:3

Words: W. Brian Cork
Music: W. Brian Cork; arr. CSPS

His works shall do, his power receive. 
 
Go forward then, and as ye preach 
So let your works confirm your speech, 
And prove to all with following sign 
The Word of God is power divine. 
In love and healing ministry 
Show forth the Truth that makes men free. 
 
O Father-Mother God, whose plan 
Hath given dominion unto man, 
In Thine own image we may see 
Man pure and upright, whole and free. 
And ever through our work shall shine 
That light whose glory, Lord, is Thine.

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 
That saved a soul like me. 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see.

May I perceive all being one, 
Perfect Father, perfect son; 
Let me hold fast this heavenly view, 
Finding each day my life made new.
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