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New Living Translation

Psalm 111:10
 
10 Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true wisdom.

     All who obey his commandments will grow in wisdom.



Proverbs 4: 1-2, (to 1st .), 5-9
My children,
 listen when your father corrects you.

     Pay attention and learn good judgment,
 2 for I am giving you good guidance.

Get wisdom; develop good judgment.
     Don’t forget my words or turn away from them.

 6 Don’t turn your back on wisdom, for she will protect you.
     Love her, and she will guard you.

7 Getting wisdom is the wisest thing you can do!
     And whatever else you do, develop good judgment.

8 If you prize wisdom, she will make you great.
     Embrace her, and she will honor you.

 9 She will place a lovely wreath on your head;
     she will present you with a beautiful crown.”



1 Kings 2: 1-3
 2 As the time of King David’s death approached, he gave this charge to his

son Solomon:
2 “I am going where everyone on earth must someday go. Take courage and
be a man. 3 Observe the requirements of the Lord your God, and follow all his
ways. Keep the decrees, commands, regulations, and laws written in the Law
of Moses so that you will be successful in all you do and wherever you go



I Kings 3:3, 5-14, 16-28
Solomon loved the Lord and followed all the decrees of his father, David,
That night the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream, and God said, “What do
you want? Ask, and I will give it to you!”





6 Solomon replied, “You showed great and faithful love to your servant my
father, David, because he was honest and true and faithful to you. And you
have continued to show this great and faithful love to him today by giving him a
son to sit on his throne.
7 “Now, O Lord my God, you have made me king instead of my father, David,
but I am like a little child who doesn’t know his way around. 8 And here I am in
the midst of your own chosen people, a nation so great and numerous they
cannot be counted! 9 Give me an understanding heart so that I can govern
your people well and know the difference between right and wrong. For who by
himself is able to govern this great people of yours?”
The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for wisdom. 11 So God
replied, “Because you have asked for wisdom in governing my people with
justice and have not asked for a long life or wealth or the death of your
enemies— 12 I will give you what you asked for! I will give you a wise and
understanding heart such as no one else has had or ever will have! 13 And I
will also give you what you did not ask for—riches and fame! No other king in
all the world will be compared to you for the rest of your life! 14 And if you
follow me and obey my decrees and my commands as your father, David, did,
I will give you a long life.”
Some time later two prostitutes came to the king to have an argument settled.
17 “Please, my lord,” one of them began, “this woman and I live in the same
house. I gave birth to a baby while she was with me in the house. 18 Three
days later this woman also had a baby. We were alone; there were only two of
us in the house.
19 “But her baby died during the night when she rolled over on it. 20 Then she
got up in the night and took my son from beside me while I was asleep. She
laid her dead child in my arms and took mine to sleep beside her. 21 And in
the morning when I tried to nurse my son, he was dead! But when I looked
more closely in the morning light, I saw that it wasn’t my son at all.”
22 Then the other woman interrupted, “It certainly was your son, and the living
child is mine.”
“No,” the first woman said, “the living child is mine, and the dead one is yours.”
And so they argued back and forth before the king.
Then the king said, “Let’s get the facts straight. Both of you claim the living
child is yours, and each says that the dead one belongs to the other. 24 All
right, bring me a sword.” So a sword was brought to the king.
25 Then he said, “Cut the living child in two, and give half to one woman and
half to the other!”
26 Then the woman who was the real mother of the living child, and who loved
him very much, cried out, “Oh no, my lord! Give her the child—please do not
kill him!”
But the other woman said, “All right, he will be neither yours nor mine; divide
him between us!”
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27 Then the king said, “Do not kill the child, but give him to the woman who
wants him to live, for she is his mother!”
When all Israel heard the king’s decision, the people were in awe of the king,
for they saw the wisdom God had given him for rendering justice.

I Cor 3: 10-11, 18-23
 Because of God’s grace to me, I have laid the foundation like an expert
builder. Now others are building on it. But whoever is building on this
foundation must be very careful. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other
than the one we already have—Jesus Christ. 
Stop deceiving yourselves. If you think you are wise by this world’s standards,
you need to become a fool to be truly wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is
foolishness to God. As the Scriptures say,
“He traps the wise

     in the snare of their own cleverness.”
 20 And again,

“The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise;
     he knows they are worthless.

 21 So don’t boast about following a particular human leader. For everything
belongs to you— 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Peter, or the world, or life and
death, or the present and the future. Everything belongs to you, 23 and you
belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.
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1.  Hymn. 79

Words: John Bowring*
Music: William H. Monk

2.  Hymn. 554

Words: Carol Norton, alt.
Music: W. Irving Hartshorn

3.  Hymn. 405

Words: John Taylor, adapted
Music: Samuel Webbe, revised


