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New Living Translation
Matt 15: 22-30
 Then a demon-possessed man, who was blind and couldn’t
speak, was brought to Jesus. He healed the man so that he could
both speak and see. 23 The crowd was amazed and asked,
“Could it be that Jesus is the Son of David, the Messiah?”
24 But when the Pharisees heard about the miracle, they said, “No
wonder he can cast out demons. He gets his power from Satan,[d]
the prince of demons.”
25 Jesus knew their thoughts and replied, “Any kingdom divided
by civil war is doomed. A town or family splintered by feuding will
fall apart. 26 And if Satan is casting out Satan, he is divided and
fighting against himself. His own kingdom will not survive. 27 And
if I am empowered by Satan, what about your own exorcists? They
cast out demons, too, so they will condemn you for what you have
said. 28 But if I am casting out demons by the Spirit of God, then
the Kingdom of God has arrived among you. 29 For who is
powerful enough to enter the house of a strong man and plunder
his goods? Only someone even stronger—someone who could tie
him up and then plunder his house.
30 “Anyone who isn’t with me opposes me, and anyone who isn’t
working with me is actually working against me.



Acts 19: 8, 13-20
 Then Paul went to the synagogue and preached boldly for the
next three months, arguing persuasively about the Kingdom of
God.
A group of Jews was traveling from town to town casting out evil
spirits. They tried to use the name of the Lord Jesus in their
incantation, saying, “I command you in the name of Jesus, whom
Paul preaches, to come out!” 14 Seven sons of Sceva, a leading





 

 

priest, were doing this. 15 But one time when they tried it, the evil
spirit replied, “I know Jesus, and I know Paul, but who are you?”
16 Then the man with the evil spirit leaped on them, overpowered
them, and attacked them with such violence that they fled from the
house, naked and battered.
17 The story of what happened spread quickly all through
Ephesus, to Jews and Greeks alike. A solemn fear descended on
the city, and the name of the Lord Jesus was greatly honored.
18 Many who became believers confessed their sinful practices.
19 A number of them who had been practicing sorcery brought
their incantation books and burned them at a public bonfire. The
value of the books was several million dollars.[c]20 So the
message about the Lord spread widely and had a powerful effect.

Exodus 7: 8-12
Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 9 “Pharaoh will demand,
‘Show me a miracle.’ When he does this, say to Aaron, ‘Take your
staff and throw it down in front of Pharaoh, and it will become a
serpent.[a]’”
10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did what the Lord
had commanded them. Aaron threw down his staff before Pharaoh
and his officials, and it became a serpent! 11 Then Pharaoh called
in his own wise men and sorcerers, and these Egyptian magicians
did the same thing with their magic. 12 They threw down their
staffs, which also became serpents! But then Aaron’s staff
swallowed up their staffs.
 



II Timothy 3:1-17
 You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be
very difficult times. 2 For people will love only themselves and their
money. They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God,
disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will consider
nothing sacred. 3 They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will
slander others and have no self-control. They will be cruel and
hate what is good. 4 They will betray their friends, be reckless, be





 

puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. 5 They
will act religious, but they will reject the power that could make
them godly. Stay away from people like that!
6 They are the kind who work their way into people’s homes and
win the confidence of[a] vulnerable women who are burdened with
the guilt of sin and controlled by various desires. 7 (Such women
are forever following new teachings, but they are never able to
understand the truth.) 8 These teachers oppose the truth just as
Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses. They have depraved minds
and a counterfeit faith. 9 But they won’t get away with this for long.
Someday everyone will recognize what fools they are, just as with
Jannes and Jambres.
Paul’s Charge to Timothy
10 But you, Timothy, certainly know what I teach, and how I live,
and what my purpose in life is. You know my faith, my patience,
my love, and my endurance. 11 You know how much persecution
and suffering I have endured. You know all about how I was
persecuted in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra—but the Lord rescued
me from all of it. 12 Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly
life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 13 But evil people and
impostors will flourish. They will deceive others and will
themselves be deceived.
14 But you must remain faithful to the things you have been
taught. You know they are true, for you know you can trust those
who taught you. 15 You have been taught the holy Scriptures from
childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive the
salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is
inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make
us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are
wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to
prepare and equip his people to do every good work.

Romans 8: 5-7, 9 (to 1st .),14
Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful
things, but those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about
things that please the Spirit. 6 So letting your sinful nature control





SH 101:26–8

SH 104:19

your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your mind
leads to life and peace. 7 For the sinful nature is always hostile to
God. It never did obey God’s laws, and it never will.
you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by
the Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living in you.
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children[g] of God.

    If animal magnetism seems to alleviate or to cure dis-

ease, this appearance is deceptive, since error cannot
remove the effects of error. Discomfort under error is
preferable to comfort. In no instance is the effect of

animal magnetism, recently called hypnotism, other
than the effect of illusion. Any seeming benefit derived
from it is proportional to one's faith in esoteric magic.

    Animal magnetism has no scientific foundation, for
God governs all that is real, harmonious, and eternal, and

His power is neither animal nor human. Its
basis being a belief and this belief animal, in
Science animal magnetism, mesmerism, or hypnotism is

a mere negation, possessing neither intelligence, power,
nor reality, and in sense it is an unreal concept of the so-
called mortal mind.
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3 Mere 
 negation
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    The medicine of Science is divine Mind; and dishonesty,
sensuality, falsehood, revenge, malice, are animal pro-

pensities and by no means the mental quali-
ties which heal the sick. The hypnotizer
employs one error to destroy another. If he heals sick-

ness through a belief, and a belief originally caused the
sickness, it is a case of the greater error overcoming the
lesser. This greater error thereafter occupies the ground,

leaving the case worse than before it was grasped by the
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stronger error.

    It is plain that God does not employ drugs or hygiene,

nor provide them for human use; else Jesus would have
recommended and employed them in his heal-
ing. The sick are more deplorably lost than

the sinning, if the sick cannot rely on God for help and
the sinning can. The divine Mind never called matter
medicine, and matter required a material and human be-

lief before it could be considered as medicine.
    Sometimes the human mind uses one error to medi-
cine another. Driven to choose between two difficulties,

the human mind takes the lesser to relieve the
greater. On this basis it saves from starva-
tion by theft, and quiets pain with anodynes. You

admit that mind influences the body somewhat, but
you conclude that the stomach, blood, nerves, bones,
etc., hold the preponderance of power. Controlled by

this belief, you continue in the old routine. You lean on
the inert and unintelligent, never discerning how this de-
prives you of the available superiority of divine Mind.

6 Methods 
 rejected
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    Human will-power is not Science. Human will belongs

to the so-called material senses, and its use is to be con-
demned. Willing the sick to recover is not the
metaphysical practice of Christian Science, but

is sheer animal magnetism. Human will-power may in-
fringe the rights of man. It produces evil continually,
and is not a factor in the realism of being. Truth, and

not corporeal will, is the divine power which says to
disease, “Peace, be still.”
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    Christian Science goes to the bottom of mental action,
and reveals the theodicy which indicates the rightness of

all divine action, as the emanation of divine
Mind, and the consequent wrongness of the
opposite so-called action, — evil, occultism,

necromancy, mesmerism, animal magnetism, hypnotism.

15 Perfection 
of divine 

government

18

    The distance from ordinary medical prac-
tice to Christian Science is full many a league
in the line of light; but to go in healing from the use of

inanimate drugs to the criminal misuse of human will-
power, is to drop from the platform of common manhood

into the very mire of iniquity, to work against the free
course of honesty and justice, and to push vainly against
the current running heavenward.
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The misuse of 
 mental power
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    Apart from the usual opposition to everything new,

the one great obstacle to the reception of that spiritual-
ity, through which the understanding of Mind-science

comes, is the inadequacy of material terms for
metaphysical statements, and the consequent
difficulty of so expressing metaphysical ideas as to make

them comprehensible to any reader, who has not person-
ally demonstrated Christian Science as brought forth in
my discovery.
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Philological 
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    Mortal mind is a solecism in language, and involves an
improper use of the word mind. As Mind is immortal,
the phrase mortal mind implies something un-
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Imperfect 
 terminology



SH 106:15–29

Hymn. 12:1–3

true and therefore unreal; and as the phrase
is used in teaching Christian Science, it is meant to
designate that which has no real existence. Indeed, if

a better word or phrase could be suggested, it would
be used; but in expressing the new tongue we must
sometimes recur to the old and imperfect, and the new

wine of the Spirit has to be poured into the old bottles of
the letter.
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    Let this age, which sits in judgment on Christian
Science, sanction only such methods as are demonstrable
in Truth and known by their fruit, and classify

all others as did St. Paul in his great epistle
to the Galatians, when he wrote as follows:
    “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are

these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath,
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness,

revellings and such like: of the which I tell you before,
as I have also told you in time past, that they which do
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. But

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against
such there is no law.”
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Arise ye people, take your stand, 
 Cast out your idols from the land, 
 Above all doctrine, form or creed 
 Is found the Truth that meets your need. 

 Christ's promise stands: they that believe 
 His works shall do, his power receive. 

 



Hymn. 77:1, 2

 
Go forward then, and as ye preach 
So let your works confirm your speech, 
And prove to all with following sign 
The Word of God is power divine. 
In love and healing ministry 
Show forth the Truth that makes men free. 
 
O Father-Mother God, whose plan 
Hath given dominion unto man, 
In Thine own image we may see 
Man pure and upright, whole and free. 
And ever through our work shall shine 
That light whose glory, Lord, is Thine.

God is my strong salvation; 
 What foe have I to fear? 

 In darkness and temptation, 
 My light, my help is near: 

 Though hosts encamp around me, 
 Firm in the fight I stand; 

 What terror can confound me, 
 With God at my right hand? 

  
Place on the Lord reliance; 

 My heart, with courage wait; 
 His truth be thine affiance, 

 When faint and desolate: 
 His might thy heart shall strengthen, 

 His love thy joy increase; 
 Thy day shall mercy lengthen: 

 The Lord will give thee peace.
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Hymn. 437:1

All my hope on God is founded; 
Day by day my trust is new. 
Through the trials of life He guides me, 
Only good and only true. 
God alone, dearly known, 
Calls my heart to be His own.


