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Ps. 56:4

Ps. 118:8

Mark 5:21 (to :), 24–29 2nd and, 32–34

John 5:1–9 (to :)

In God I will praise his word, in God I have put my trust; I will not fear what
flesh can do unto me.
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It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man.8

And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side, much
people gathered unto him: ...

 ... and much people followed him, and thronged him. 
 And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, 

 And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she
had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, 

 When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his
garment. 

 For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. 
 And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her

body that she was healed of that plague. 
 And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing. 

 But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came
and fell down before him, and told him all the truth. 

 And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace,
and be whole of thy plague.
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After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
 Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the

Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. 
 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting
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Luke 9:1–3 (to And), 6

SH 167:30

SH 169:16

SH 146:2–5, 9

for the moving of the water. 
For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the
water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was
made whole of whatsoever disease he had. 
And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. 
When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that
case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? 
The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is
troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth
down before me. 
Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 
And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked:
...
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Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and
authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. 

 And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick. 
 And ...

 And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the gospel, and
healing every where.
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                         Only through radical reliance on
Truth can scientific healing power be realized.

30

      If we understood the control of Mind over body,
we should put no faith in material means.

           The ancient Christians were healers. Why

has this element of Christianity been lost?
Because our systems of religion are governed

3 How healing 
 was lost



SH 167:22–30

SH 167:11–14

SH 145:13–20

more or less by our systems of medicine. 
 

                              Such systems are barren
of the vitality of spiritual power, by which material sense
is made the servant of Science and religion becomes

Christlike.
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                    It is not wise to take a halt-
ing and half-way position or to expect to work

equally with Spirit and matter, Truth and error. There
is but one way — namely, God and His idea — which
leads to spiritual being. The scientific government of the

body must be attained through the divine Mind. It is im-
possible to gain control over the body in any other way.
On this fundamental point, timid conservatism is abso-

lutely inadmissible.

Half-way 
 success
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    We cannot serve two masters nor perceive divine Sci-

ence with the material senses. Drugs and hygiene cannot
successfully usurp the place and power of the
divine source of all health and perfection.
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The two 
 masters

         It matters not what material method one may
adopt, whether faith in drugs, trust in hygiene, or reliance

on some other minor curative.
    Scientific healing has this advantage over other meth-
ods, — that in it Truth controls error. From this fact

arise its ethical as well as its physical ef-
fects. Indeed, its ethical and physical effects
are indissolubly connected.
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Mystery of 
 godliness



SH 169:31–2

SH 145:25

SH 168:4

SH 234:1

                         The good that a
poisonous drug seems to do is evil, for it robs man of

reliance on God, omnipotent Mind, and according to be-
lief, poisons the human system.

Modes of 
 matter
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    Other methods undertake to oppose error with error,
and thus they increase the antagonism of one form of

matter towards other forms of matter or error,
and the warfare between Spirit and the flesh
goes on. By this antagonism mortal mind must con-

tinually weaken its own assumed power.

27 Matter 
versus matter
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    If the scales are evenly adjusted, the removal of a single
weight from either scale gives preponderance to the oppo-

site. Whatever influence you cast on the side
of matter, you take away from Mind, which
would otherwise outweigh all else. Your belief militates

against your health, when it ought to be enlisted on the
side of health. When sick (according to belief) you rush
after drugs, search out the material so-called laws of

health, and depend upon them to heal you, though you
have already brought yourself into the slough of disease
through just this false belief.

6 Belief on the 
 wrong side
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    Spiritual draughts heal, while material lotions interfere
with truth, even as ritualism and creed hamper spirit-

uality. If we trust matter, we distrust Spirit.
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SH 180:31; 181:12

SH 156:29–32; 157:8–10

Hymn. 585:2

    To reduce inflammation, dissolve a tumor, or cure or-
ganic disease, I have found divine Truth more potent than

all lower remedies. And why not, since Mind, God, is
the source and condition of all existence? Before decid-

ing that the body, matter, is disordered, one
should ask, “Who art thou that repliest to
Spirit? Can matter speak for itself, or does

it hold the issues of life?” Matter, which can neither
suffer nor enjoy, has no partnership with pain and pleas-
ure, but mortal belief has such a partnership. 

  

      You weaken or destroy your power when you re-
sort to any except spiritual means.
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                                     In metaphysics,

matter disappears from the remedy entirely,
and Mind takes its rightful and supreme
place. 

  
    Christian Science exterminates the drug, and rests on

Mind alone as the curative Principle, acknowledging that
the divine Mind has all power.

30 A stately 
 advance
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The Lord will hear before we call, 
 And every need supply; 

 Good things are freely given to all 
 Who on God's word rely. 

 We come today to bring Love praise 
 Not for such gifts alone, 
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Hymn. 85:2

Hymn. 109:1

But for the higher, deeper ways 
In which God's love is shown.

Open now our eyes to see, 
 As the clouds of sense are riven, 

 We behold reality, 
 Know the glory of Thy heaven; 

 So we seek Thy perfect healing 
 Through the Truth of Thy revealing.

Here, O God, Thy healing presence 
Lifts our thoughts from self and sin, 

 Fills with light their hidden places, 
 When Thy love is welcomed in. 

 Here Thy tender sweet persuasions 
 Turn us home to heavenly ways, 

 While our hearts, unsealed, adoring, 
 Pour the fragrance of Thy praise.


