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New Living Translation
Isaiah 29:5-7 Suddenly
Suddenly, in an instant,

 6     I, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, will act for you
 with thunder and earthquake and great noise,

     with whirlwind and storm and consuming fire.
 7 All the nations fighting against Jerusalem[b]

     will vanish like a dream!
 Those who are attacking her walls

     will vanish like a vision in the night.



2 Kings 6:8-23
8 When the king of Aram was at war with Israel, he would confer
with his officers and say, “We will mobilize our forces at such and
such a place.”
9 But immediately Elisha, the man of God, would warn the king of
Israel, “Do not go near that place, for the Arameans are planning
to mobilize their troops there.” 10 So the king of Israel would send
word to the place indicated by the man of God. Time and again
Elisha warned the king, so that he would be on the alert there.
11 The king of Aram became very upset over this. He called his
officers together and demanded, “Which of you is the traitor? Who
has been informing the king of Israel of my plans?”
12 “It’s not us, my lord the king,” one of the officers replied.
“Elisha, the prophet in Israel, tells the king of Israel even the words
you speak in the privacy of your bedroom!”
13 “Go and find out where he is,” the king commanded, “so I can
send troops to seize him.”
And the report came back: “Elisha is at Dothan.”14 So one night
the king of Aram sent a great army with many chariots and horses
to surround the city.





 

5 When the servant of the man of God got up early the next
morning and went outside, there were troops, horses, and chariots
everywhere. “Oh, sir, what will we do now?” the young man cried
to Elisha.
16 “Don’t be afraid!” Elisha told him. “For there are more on our
side than on theirs!” 17 Then Elisha prayed, “O Lord, open his
eyes and let him see!” The Lord opened the young man’s eyes,
and when he looked up, he saw that the hillside around Elisha was
filled with horses and chariots of fire.
18 As the Aramean army advanced toward him, Elisha prayed, “O
Lord, please make them blind.” So the Lord struck them with
blindness as Elisha had asked.
19 Then Elisha went out and told them, “You have come the wrong
way! This isn’t the right city! Follow me, and I will take you to the
man you are looking for.” And he led them to the city of Samaria.
20 As soon as they had entered Samaria, Elisha prayed, “O Lord,
now open their eyes and let them see.” So the Lord opened their
eyes, and they discovered that they were in the middle of
Samaria.
21 When the king of Israel saw them, he shouted to Elisha, “My
father, should I kill them? Should I kill them?”
“Of course not!” Elisha replied. “Do we kill prisoners of war? Give
them food and drink and send them home again to their master.”
23 So the king made a great feast for them and then sent them
home to their master. After that, the Aramean raiders stayed away
from the land of Israel.
 

Psalm 34: 1-9
I will praise the Lord at all times.

     I will constantly speak his praises.
 2 I will boast only in the Lord;

     let all who are helpless take heart.
 3 Come, let us tell of the Lord’s greatness;

     let us exalt his name together.
 4 I prayed to the Lord, and he answered me.

 





 

    He freed me from all my fears.
5 Those who look to him for help will be radiant with joy;
    no shadow of shame will darken their faces.
6 In my desperation I prayed, and the Lordlistened;
    he saved me from all my troubles.
7 For the angel of the Lord is a guard;
    he surrounds and defends all who fear him.
8 Taste and see that the Lord is good.
    Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him!
9 Fear the Lord, you his godly people,
    for those who fear him will have all they need.

Acts 9:1-8, 10-21,26-28,31
9 Meanwhile, Saul was uttering threats with every breath and was
eager to kill the Lord’s followers.[a] So he went to the high priest.
2 He requested letters addressed to the synagogues in
Damascus, asking for their cooperation in the arrest of any
followers of the Way he found there. He wanted to bring them—
both men and women—back to Jerusalem in chains.
3 As he was approaching Damascus on this mission, a light from
heaven suddenly shone down around him.4 He fell to the ground
and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul! Saul! Why are you
persecuting me?”
5 “Who are you, lord?” Saul asked.
And the voice replied, “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting!
6 Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you
must do.”
7 The men with Saul stood speechless, for they heard the sound
of someone’s voice but saw no one! 8 Saul picked himself up off
the ground, but when he opened his eyes he was blind. So his
companions led him by the hand to Damascus. 9 He remained
there blind for three days and did not eat or drink.
10 Now there was a believer[b] in Damascus named Ananias. The
Lord spoke to him in a vision, calling, “Ananias!”
“Yes, Lord!” he replied.





11 The Lord said, “Go over to Straight Street, to the house of
Judas. When you get there, ask for a man from Tarsus named
Saul. He is praying to me right now. 12 I have shown him a vision
of a man named Ananias coming in and laying hands on him so
he can see again.”
13 “But Lord,” exclaimed Ananias, “I’ve heard many people talk
about the terrible things this man has done to the believers[c] in
Jerusalem! 14 And he is authorized by the leading priests to arrest
everyone who calls upon your name.”
15 But the Lord said, “Go, for Saul is my chosen instrument to take
my message to the Gentiles and to kings, as well as to the people
of Israel. 16 And I will show him how much he must suffer for my
name’s sake.”
17 So Ananias went and found Saul. He laid his hands on him and
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the
road, has sent me so that you might regain your sight and be filled
with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Instantly something like scales fell from
Saul’s eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got up and was
baptized. 19 Afterward he ate some food and regained his
strength.
Saul in Damascus and Jerusalem
Saul stayed with the believers[d] in Damascus for a few days.
20 And immediately he began preaching about Jesus in the
synagogues, saying, “He is indeed the Son of God!”
21 All who heard him were amazed. “Isn’t this the same man who
caused such devastation among Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem?”
they asked. “And didn’t he come here to arrest them and take
them in chains to the leading priests?”
22 Saul’s preaching became more and more powerful, and the
Jews in Damascus couldn’t refute his proofs that Jesus was
indeed the Messiah. 
26 When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to meet with the
believers, but they were all afraid of him. They did not believe he
had truly become a believer! 27 Then Barnabas brought him to the
apostles and told them how Saul had seen the Lord on the way to
Damascus and how the Lord had spoken to Saul. He also told



 

 

1.  SH 188:28–13

them that Saul had preached boldly in the name of Jesus in
Damascus.
28 So Saul stayed with the apostles and went all around
Jerusalem with them, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord.
31 The church then had peace throughout Judea, Galilee, and
Samaria, and it became stronger as the believers lived in the fear
of the Lord. And with the encouragement of the Holy Spirit, it also
grew in numbers.

Isa 42:16
I will lead blind Israel down a new path,

     guiding them along an unfamiliar way.
 I will brighten the darkness before them

     and smooth out the road ahead of them.
 Yes, I will indeed do these things;

     I will not forsake them.



Eph 5: 14
“Awake, O sleeper,

     rise up from the dead,
     and Christ will give you light.”



    When darkness comes over the earth, the physical
senses have no immediate evidence of a sun.

The human eye knows not where the orb of
day is, nor if it exists. Astronomy gives the
desired information regarding the sun. The human or

material senses yield to the authority of this science, and
they are willing to leave with astronomy the explanation of

the sun's influence over the earth. If the eyes see no sun
for a week, we still believe that there is solar light and
heat. Science (in this instance named natural) raises

the human thought above the cruder theories of the
human mind, and casts out a fear.

Sense 
 yields to 

 understanding30
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2.  SH 86:13–17, 20

3.  SH 323:28–32

4.  SH 323:19–24

    In like manner mortals should no more deny the power

of Christian Science to establish harmony and to explain
the effect of mortal mind on the body, though the cause
be unseen, than they should deny the existence of the sun-

light when the orb of day disappears, or doubt that the sun
will reappear.
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    Mortals evolve images of thought. These may appear
to the ignorant to be apparitions; but they are myste-

rious only because it is unusual to see
thoughts, though we can always feel their
influence. 

  
                                             Seeing

is no less a quality of physical sense than feeling. Then
why is it more difficult to see a thought than to feel one?
Education alone determines the difference. In reality

there is none.
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    The effects of Christian Science are not so much seen
as felt. It is the “still, small voice” of Truth

uttering itself. We are either turning away
from this utterance, or we are listening to it and going
up higher.

Childlike 
 receptivity

30

When the sick or the sinning awake to realize their need
of what they have not, they will be receptive of divine

Science, which gravitates towards Soul and away from
material sense, removes thought from the body, and ele-
vates even mortal mind to the contemplation of some-

thing better than disease or sin.
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5.  SH 385:31

6.  SH 494:19

7.  SH 491:22–6

    Any supposed information, coming from the body or
from inert matter as if either were intelligent, is an illu-

sion of mortal mind, — one of its dreams. Realize that
the evidence of the senses is not to be accepted

in the case of sickness, any more than it is in
the case of sin.

1

Doubtful 
 evidence

3

                                   Reason, rightly di-
rected, serves to correct the errors of corporeal sense; but

sin, sickness, and death will seem real (even as the ex-
periences of the sleeping dream seem real) until the Sci-
ence of man's eternal harmony breaks their illusion with

the unbroken reality of scientific being.
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       The dream or belief goes on, whether our eyes are
closed or open. In sleep, memory and consciousness are

lost from the body, and they wander whither they will
apparently with their own separate embodiment. Per-
sonality is not the individuality of man. A wicked man

may have an attractive personality.
    When we are awake, we dream of the pains and pleas-
ures of matter. Who will say, even though he

does not understand Christian Science, that
this dream — rather than the dreamer — may
not be mortal man? Who can rationally say otherwise,

when the dream leaves mortal man intact in body and
thought, although the so-called dreamer is unconscious?

For right reasoning there should be but one fact before
the thought, namely, spiritual existence. In reality there
is no other existence, since Life cannot be united to its
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8.  SH 490:28

9.  SH 510:9

10.  Hymn. 527:1, 2

unlikeness, mortality.6

    Sleep and mesmerism explain the mythical nature of
material sense. Sleep shows material sense as either

oblivion, nothingness, or an illusion or dream.
Under the mesmeric illusion of belief, a man
will think that he is freezing when he is warm, and that he

is swimming when he is on dry land. Needle-thrusts will
not hurt him. A delicious perfume will seem intolerable.

Animal magnetism thus uncovers material sense, and
shows it to be a belief without actual foundation or va-
lidity. Change the belief, and the sensation changes.

Destroy the belief, and the sensation disappears.

30 Sleep an 
 illusion
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    Truth and Love enlighten the understanding, in whose
“light shall we see light;” and this illumination is re-
flected spiritually by all who walk in the light and turn

away from a false material sense.
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"Lord, ... open his eyes, that he may see," 
 The mighty prophet prayed. 

 Send not armies great and strong, 
 Neither strength to battle wrong, 

 But lift his vision to behold 
 Your truth already here, 

 The legions of omnipotence, 
 The hosts of Your deliverance. 

 Awake, O man, and know 
 Love's all-embracing sphere. 

  
Lord, open my eyes that I may see 

 



Words: Elizabeth Glass Barlow, alt.
Music: Désirée Goyette

11.  Hymn. 202

Words: Rosa M. Turner
Music: Horatio W. Parker

Your presence everywhere, 
My dwelling circled by Your might, 
My mountaintop aflame with light, 
The shining sentinels of Your love 
Triumphant in this hour. 
For You with me are greater far 
Than all the seeming evils are. 
Be still, O heart, and trust 
God's omnipresent power.

O dreamer, leave thy dreams for joyful waking, 
O captive, rise and sing, for thou art free; 
The Christ is here, all dreams of error breaking, 
Unloosing bonds of all captivity. 
 
He comes to bless thee on his wings of healing; 
To banish pain, and wipe all tears away; 
He comes anew, to humble hearts revealing 
The mounting footsteps of the upward way. 
 
He comes to give thee joy for desolation, 
Beauty for ashes of the vanished years; 
For every tear to bring full compensation, 
To give thee confidence for all thy fears. 
 
He comes to call the dumb to joyful singing; 
The deaf to hear; the blinded eyes to see; 
The glorious tidings of salvation bringing. 
O captive, rise, thy Saviour comes to thee.
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12.  Hymn. 85

Words: Edith Gaddis Brewer
Music: Johann R. Ahle

God of Truth, eternal good, 
Lift our hearts to revelation, 
That Thou mayst be understood, 
Thou, the Rock of our salvation; 
All Thy love we have for loving, 
All Thy truth is ours for proving. 
 
Open now our eyes to see, 
As the clouds of sense are riven, 
We behold reality, 
Know the glory of Thy heaven; 
So we seek Thy perfect healing 
Through the Truth of Thy revealing. 
 
All the way that we must go 
We will take at Thy direction, 
Where the floods of trouble flow 
Find Thy perfect, calm reflection; 
On the path that has no turning, 
Patience, courage, meekness learning.


